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Theo Hamilton remembered as man who made lives better
During Theo Hamilton's years working in Career Services, he met with many an Eastern
Michigan University student whose plans had spun off course. Maybe the school district
where they'd done their student teaching wasn't hiring, or they'd been subbing for a
couple of years with no job in sight.
Hamilton, who died Dec. 1 at 84, had a gift for building people back
up, and he leaves behind thousands whose lives 2re better for it.
"Students would walk in with worries and doubts about themselves
and he had the ability to not only give them very sound advice, but
also instill that confidence that looking for a job sometimes beats
down in a person," said Mike Erwin, EMU acting associate vice
president for academic affairs. "I don't think I've ever met anyone
who had a greater ability to make you feel like you were the most
important person in the world when you met with him."
Erwin says working with Hamilton made those who knew him all a
little better at giving that gift of undivided attention.

Hamilton

"I think I've gotten better at it - but not as good as Theo; he was the best," Erwin said.
Hamilton was EMU's first African-American administrator.
An Ypsilanti High School graduate, he enrolled at Michigan State Normal College in 1941,
but left a short time later to serve in World War II. He met his wife, Fannie, after the war
- caught her eye while playing piano at a program at Perry School. After they married,
she insisted he get his degree, and he finished school on nights and weekends while
working manufacturing jobs to support his family.
More on this story...

.....
FOCU§LW}J

T

EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSI Y

EMU HOME

Feature

Dec. 11, 2007 issue
Theo Hamilton
remembered as man
who made lives
better

---

By Amy E. Whitesall

......

FOCU�iliI)

During Theo Hamilton's years working in Career Services, he met with
many an Eastern Michigan University student whose plans had spun off
course. Maybe the school district where they'd done their student teaching
wasn't hiring, or they'd been subbing for a couple of years wich no job in
sight.
Hamilton, who died Dec. 1 at 8 4, had a gift for building people back up,
and he leaves behind thousands whose lives are better for it.
"Students would walk in with worries
and doubts about themselves and he
had the ability to not only give them
very sound advice, but also instill that
confidence that looking for a job
sometimes beats down in a person,"
said Mike Erwin, EMU acting associate
vice president for student affairs. "I
don't think I've ever met anyone who
had a greater ability to make you feel
like you were the most important
person in the world when you met
with him."
Erwin says working with Hamilton
made those who knew him all a little
better at giving that gift of undivided
attention.
"I think I've gotten better at it - but
not as good as Theo; he was the
best," Erwin said.
THEO REMEMBERED: Theo
Hamilton, who worked at EMU
for nearly four decades, died
Dec. 1. He is remembered as a
warm and gentle soul who
An Ypsilanti High School graduate, he
made other people's lives
enrolled at Michigan State Normal
better.
College in 19 41, but left a short time
later to serve in World War II. He met his wife, Fannie, after the war caught her eye while playing piano at a program at Perry School. After
they married, she insisted he get his degree, and he finished school on
nights and weekends while working manufacturing jobs to support his
family.

Hamilton was EMU's first African
American administrator.

In 1955, Hamilton landed a job as a music teacher in the Upper Peninsula
town of Pickford and the family moved to the UP. He returned to EMU in
1967 after meeting then-EMU president Harold Sponberg at a speaking
engagement and impressing Sponberg with his love for people and for
EMU.
Theo, said Fannie Hamilton, always wanted to do his best for "his
students."
It was by no means an exclusive club. Anyone who wanted his help

belonged.
"He loved his work," Fannie said. "He loved the people; he loved the
university. He thought so much of education. I can't begin to tell you. It
was his life.
"I told him he had a gift. His gift was to give, and he gave all he had," she
said.
Gary Hawks, now an EMU regent - then the University's director of
personnel - hired Hamilton as assistant director of personnel in 1967.
It was Hawks' children who gave Hamilton the nickname most of EMU
came to know him by. They started calling him "Uncle Theo" when he came
to their house to give them piano lessons on Saturday mornings. Hawks
began using the nickname at work. Hamilton embraced it and, eventually,
so did everyone else.
Hamilton's keen sense for people served him well screening job applicants,
but he really found his niche' in Career Services, where there were so
many opportunities to help.
To walk across campus with Hamilton was to, most likely, be late to
wherever you were headed because it seemed everyone knew Theo;
everyone loved him; and everyone got a hug.
"He had a genuine warmth about him, and the hugs were just a natural
extension of that," said, Assistant Director for Corporate Relations Barbara
Jones, who worked with Hamilton in Career Services in the late 1970s.
"You could be walking down the street and he'd see somebody he knew
and they'd be hugging. That was Theo. He was a kind and gentle soul."
"He could probably make a man on the street who hadn't eaten in three
days feel good," Fannie Hamilton said. "He always knew the right thing to
say."
His students would come back to visit him, bring their families to meet
him. He knew their children by name.
Hamilton's office used to accumulate little pieces of paper in great, sloping
piles. They were the names and phone numbers of "his students."
One year, when they were working together in Career Services, Jones
decided to surprise Hamilton. She gathered all the scraps of paper - about
a decade's worth - and copied thousands of names and phone numbers
into a Rolodex. Then, she threw out the loose paper and cleaned up the
office.
"When he saw his office all spit and polished, I thought he was going to fall
over," Jones said. "Then, when I showed him the Rolodex, he breathed a
sigh of relief. That was his lifeline."
Hamilton suffered a stroke in 2003 and retired in 2004 as his health began
to decline. Still, he stopped by to visit often, staying connected to the
people and place he loved.
"After he retired, you know, he was sick, and he wasn't happy because he
wasn't around people," Fannie said. "I often told him he'd given his life to
EMU. He said, 'Maybe I have, but I loved every minute of it."'
Contributions in Hamilton's memory may be made to the Theo Hamilton
Scholarship Fund. They can be sent to Eastern Michigan University

Foundation, Attention: Theo Hamilton Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 972057,
Ypsilanti, MI 48197.
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EMU steps up SEEUS
patrols on campus
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Lu Chang works as an office assistant in Campus Life at the Student
Center, sometimes until midnight. On those nights, rather than taking a
lonely, nerve-wracking walk home through a darkened campus, Chang
calls SEEUS (Student Eyes and Ears for University Safety), the free service
that escorts lone students, faculty and staff around campus after dark.
"It's nice not
only for me,
but I guess
for my family,
too," said
Chang, an
elementary
education and
math major.
"I always
hear, 'You
work that
late; how do
you walk
home?'"
Starting Nov.
NIGHT WATCH: (above, from left) Freshman Cecil
10, SEEUS
expanded its Ward, a nursing major from southwest Detroit;
senior Martel Carr, a general business major from
service to
Flint; senior Alan Languirand, a graphic
include
design/photography, major from Providence, Rhode
Saturdays,
Island; and freshman Kevin Begrow, a botany major
providing
from
Grand Rapids, patrol campus Dec. 6. The four
peace of mind
seven days a are part of SEEUS (Student Eyes and Ears for
week. SEEUS University Safety), which has increased its visibility
on campus during the last month.
escorts are
available Sunday through Thursday, from 5 p.m. to 3 a.m.; and Friday and
Saturday, 5 p.m. to 1 a.m. (Call 48SEEUS or 487-3387) The mobile service
runs Sunday through Thursday, 10 p.m. to 3 a.m.
"We're always going to change things to meet the community's needs,
whatever those needs are," said SEEUS coordinator Sgt. Diana Good of
EMU's Department of Public Safety.
EMU's DPS had already added SEEUS service during the spring-summer
semester in response to campus security concerns after student Laura
Dickinson's murder last December. On Good's watch, the service also has
expanded the training for SERES walkers, hired more people and adjusted
how it divides and staffs areas of campus. Even in July, SEEUS provided
almost 400 escorts per month. In October, the folks in the bright yellow
jackets with the big eyeball logo provided 2, 400 escorts across campus.
"I have classes in the spring-summer semester and, after the (sexual
assault) that happened at Mark Jefferson (in 2005), I remember thinking,
as I walked by, how thankful I was for SEEUS," said Chang, who uses the
service four to five times a month.

"We have a lot of regulars," Good said. "They appreciate us being out there
for them, knowing that if they call, in a few minutes we're there."
Shortly after she came to EMU in 2005,
Pamela Walsh, a health administration
assistant professor, started using SEEUS.
The following are key statistics Walsh made this decision after an
for SEEUS services at EMU for incident in which a man approached her
in the Pease parking lot and asked her for
the month of November.
money.

Safety stats

Total escorts requested 2,258
Total people escorted 2,640

"He said he'd missed dinner at the
shelter, but that kind of made me think
maybe I should use this," she said.

Total number of escorts walked
Walsh has been a regular ever since,
1,879
calling the service - where they know
her by name - at least once a week.
Total number of people walked
by escorts 2,126
Former EMU police chief Cindy Hall
started the SEEUS program about 20
Total van escort requests 379 years ago. Good, an eight-year veteran of
DPS, oversees 43 SEEUS staff and three
Total people escorted by van
supervisors - all registered EMU
514
students.
Total escort phone requests
509
Total people approached to
receive an escort 1,749

" Every year, we get a great group of
kids," Good said. "When I took on the
program, I kind of challenged them to do
a little more. And they've risen to the
challenge and every challenge they've
been given since then."

Tom Shackelford , a senior majoring in psychology and German, started
working for SEEUS as a freshman, mainly because it was an easy way to
earn some cash.
"It started out that way, but I love the program now," said Shackelford,
23, who's now in his sixth year with SEEUS and his second as a supervisor.
"I've had ample opportunity to get other jobs, but I love what we do. It's a
great feeling."
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Approximately 1,800 students will be eligible to participate in Eastern
Michigan University's winter commencement ceremony Sunday, Dec. 16, 2
p.m., at the Convocation Center.
Dec. 11, 2007 issue
Approximately
1,800 eligible to
walk at Dec. 16
commencement

By Ward Mullens

Richard L. Baird, global managing partner - people for
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, will be the keynote speaker. Doors open at
12:45 p.m. Tickets are limited to graduates and their families and friends.
Don Loppnow, provost
and executive vice
president for EMU, will
preside over the
ceremony.
Approximately 1,200
undergraduates and
593 graduates
(including nine
doctoral candidates)
are eligible to
participate.
Serving as grand
marshal for the
ceremony will be Russ
Larson, professor of
English language and
literature. Faculty
marshals are Kunal
Banerji, management;
and D. Robert Okopny,
accounting and
finance.

I DID IT: This Eastern Michigan University
graduate is all smiles at the April 2007
commencement. Approximately 1,800 EMU
students are eligible to walk during the
winter commencement ceremony Dec. 16 in
the Convocation Center.

The EMU Symphonic Band, conducted by John Zastoupil, will provide
music. The Army ROTC will provide the Color Guard.
In his current position, Baird is responsible for human resources (including
international assignments) and learning and education for
PricewaterhouseCoopers' (PwC) 150,000 partners and staff. He previously
had served as PwC Global Operations Leader - Assurance.
Baird left PricewaterhouseCoopers in 1998 to become corporate vice
president for LAI Worldwide and president of their subsidiary,
LAicompass.com, specializing in Internet-based assessment and mid-level
recruitment. His company was sold to TMP Worldwide in late 1999 and
their online assessment became part of the Internet service offering under
Monster.com. Baird rejoined PwC in 2000.
Baird's relationship with EMU began in the 1970s when he joined the
University as director of alumni relations.
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Television personality and social activist Jeff Johnson will serve as the
keynote speaker for Eastern Michigan University's annual Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day Celebration Jan. 21.
Dec. 11, 2007 issue
BET's "Cousin Jeff"
to be MLK Day
keynote speaker

By Kimberly

Buchholz

Johnson, well known as BET's "Cousin
Jeff," is an advocate for social change
and is recognized for articulating the
views of young people and drawing
voters to the polls.
His role as a political activist includes
serving as the national youth director
for the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) and as vice president of
Russell Simmons' Hip-Hop Summit
Action Network.
Johnson also produced and hosted
BET's mini-documentary series, "The
Cousin Jeff Chronicles," a television
show focusing on issues relevant to
young people in urban America.
"Some youths see the Civil Rights
movement as antiquated and find it
KEEPING KING RELEVANT: Jeff
difficult to connect with it and those
Johnson, producer and host of
associated with it," said EMU senior
the BET program, "The Cousin
Victor Walker. "Jeff Johnson helps us
Jeff Chronicles," is this year's
engage in meaningful, thought
speaker for EMU's MLK Day
provoking and substantive discussion
Celebration Jan. 21.
in a way that is consistent with history
and in a manner young people will be open to."
Johnson, CEO of lifestyle consulting firm Truth Is Power, based in
Washington D.C., will present"Unclaimed Legacy: Who Will Lead the Next
Social Movement?" a discussion on the importance of finding new leaders
to continue the legacy of social leaders like Martin Luther King, Jr.
The event begins with breakfast at 8:30 a.m., followed by Johnson's
keynote speech at 10 a.m. in the Student Center Auditorium. The
President's Luncheon takes place at 11 :45 a.m. in the Student Center
Grand Ballroom. Johnson will make brief remarks at the luncheon.
Closeup Theatre Troupe will present "Deferred Dreams, Loans and Losses,"
a series of original pieces addressing racial inequality, at 1:30 p.m.
Breakout sessions presented by staff, students and faculty will take place
2-3:50 p.m. Sessions include "A Different Conversation on Hip Hop,"
"African Americans" and"Women and the Civil Rights Movement."
A march and candlelight vigil begins at 4 p.m. at the Student Center, and
will process to a bust of Martin Luther King, Jr., near Welch Hall. An
afterglow is set for 5 p.m. in room 300 of the Student Center.

"The students on the planning committee were instrumental in selecting
Mr. Johnson," said Kay Woodie!, director of diversity and community
involvement. "He motivates his audience by challenging them to lead the
next social movement."
Tickets are $19 for students and $29 for general admission and may be
purchased at the Ticket Office. For information, visit
www. cot.emich.edu/mlk.
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89.1 WEMU, Eastern Michigan University's public radio station, has found
its new evening jazz host.
Dec. 11, 2007 issue
Hawkins named new
evening jazz host at
WEMU

From staff repo rts

Beginning Jan. 2, veteran jazz broadcaster Evelynn Hawkins takes over as
host of the weekday evening jazz program, Tuesday through Friday, from
8-11 p.m. She succeeds longtime evening jazz host, Michael G. Nastos,
who retired last July after 27 years at WEMU.
"Evelynn Hawkins brings incredible
knowledge and experience to WEMU, along
with the kind of warm and welcoming on-air
presence I believe our listeners will very
much appreciate," said Program Director
Clark Smith. "I'm really looking forward to
her joining the WEMU radio family. "
" I consider radio to b e the 'theater o f the
mind,' said Hawkins. "Whether or not a
person is a serious or casual public radio
listener, I look forward to inviting him or
her to hear, enjoy and learn more about
jazz by sharing the music's history, the
performers - past and present - and all
that this music represents to both America
and the world."

Hawkins

Hawkins has worked in radio since 1984, as an announcer and producer.
For nine years, she was the music director at WDUQ-FM in Pittsburgh, a
station with a similar format to WEMU's jazz and news mix. She has co
hosted the national broadcast of the Detroit International Jazz Festival and
hosted WDUQ's nationally-syndicated JazzWorks satellite network. She has
served on the boards of both music and community non-profits, and was
honored with a dedicated song, "Dr. DJ", by Andre Previn (Deutsche
Grammophon 447 639-2).
"I've known Evelynn Hawkins professionally for years and am thrilled that
she's going to join the WEMU music crew," said Music Director Linda Yohn.
"She brings heart, soul, spirit, intelligence and integrity to her work, and
she knows jazz's rich tradition, but has wide open ears for the best fresh
music. She'll be an excellent addition to the WEMU's already stellar staff."
WEMU is a listener-supported, NPR/PRI/APM affiliate with a format of jazz,
local news, and blues in addition to network information and cultural
programming. The station broadcasts to an eight-county area including all
or part of Washtenaw, Wayne, Oakland, Livingston, Jackson, Lenawee,
Monroe, and Lucas (Ohio), Web casts live 24 hours a day at wemu. org,
and operates a secondary channel, WEMU2, on HD radio.
For more information, call Molly Motherwell at 487-2229.
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Olga Nelson, a professor of teacher education at Eastern Michigan
University, died Dec. 6 while in hospice care. She was 65.
Dec. 11, 2007 issue
EMU professor Olga
Nelson dies

By Ward Mullens

"She was a great colleague and a great spirit, and she will be missed," said
Vernon Polite, dean of EMU's College of Education.
A scholarship has been established in her name,
according to friend and colleague Professor Linda Lewis
White. Funeral arrangements have not yet been made.
"We are all saddened by this, but Olga would not want
anyone to mourn. She wanted people to celebrate life
and did everything she could to help with that
celebration," said Lewis White.
Nelson, who came to EMU in 1991, was a storyteller and
m::::.'1....i._
used the art of storytelling in her classroom and to
Nelson
connect with many different groups.
"I've been in a full auditorium with 300 or 400 junior high school students
and all the lights out - except for a flashlight - and I've scared the hell
out of them," Nelson said in a profile for the EMU faculty/staff newsletter in
1994. "And they loved it. It's magic."
Nelson received a storytelling persona she called the "Green Witch" and
would entertain audiences with scary stories around Halloween, her
favorite time of the year.
Nelson received her Ph.D. from Kent State University in 1990 and her
master's degree from Case Western Reserve (1970). She received her
bachelor's degree from the University of Buffalo in 1965.
Previous to working at EMU, Nelson was an instructor at Kent State
University and was the children's librarian at the Cuyahoga County Public
Library in Cleveland. She also worked at the San Antonio Public Library in
Texas and Cardinal O'Hara High School in Buffalo, New York.
She was a member of several professional and academic professional
organizations, including: the International Reading Association and the
National Academic Advising Association.
She was published, writing chapters in several books and co-authoring
"Practical Classroom Applications of Language Experience: Looking Back,
Looking Forward (1998)."
Nelson received many honors during her career. She was recognized with
the National Outstanding Advisor Award by the National Academic Advising
Association in 2000. She also received numerous teaching honors from
EMU, including the 2001 Award for Outstanding Service and the 2003
Excellence in Academic Advising Award.
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The Eastern Michigan U n iversity Board of Regents approved the
appointments of 24 staff at its regular meeting Nov. 27.
Dec. 1 1 , 2007 issue

Regents approve 24
new staff
appointments
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By Ron Podell

Of the 24 appointments, 12 (50 percent) are female and 12 (50 percent)
are males. The g roup demographics include 18 Caucasians (71 percent),
four African Americans ( 17 percent), one Hispanic (6 percent) and one
Asian (6 percent) .
Those receiving appointments are:
John Guarino, of Orlando, Fla., assistant coach,

women's track, intercollegiate athletics. Before coming
to EMU, Guarino was an assistant women's track coach
at the U niversity of Central Florida from 2004-2007 and
a graduate assistant who assisted the women's track
team at Florida State University from 2003-2004.
Guarino received his master's degree in sports
administration from Florida State University and his
bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering from the
Georgia Institute of Technology.
Guarino

Clarissa Russell, of Cleveland, Ohio, manager of
regional admissions, admissions office-campus outreach . Prior to coming to
EMU, Russell was assistant to the CEO and grassroots advocacy
coordinator for government affairs at Henry Ford Health System from
2005-2007, and hospital and health network administrative fellow at Henry
Ford from 2004-2005. Russell received her master's degree in health policy
and management from Florida A&M University and her bachelor's degree in
communication from Eastern Michigan University.
Meg Castro, of Wayne, Mich., assistant director, event
planning/conferences, Student Center operations.
Before coming to EMU, Castro was special event and
conference coordinator for the Ava Maria School of Law
from 2001-2007. Before that, she was scheduling
manager, special events and student activities, for The
Michigan League at the U niversity of Michigan from
1997-2001.
Andrea Jaeckel, of Galloway, N.J., associate vice
president
for finance, controller's office. Before coming
Castro
to EMU, Jaeckel was associate vice president for
administration and finance for The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey
from 2006-2007. Jaeckel has been in a number of other positions at the
college since 2000, including assistant vice president for business and
finance, controller, director of fiscal compliance and accounting services,
and internal auditor. Jaeckel received her bachelor's degree in business,

accounting and marketing from The Richard Stockton College of New
Jersey.
Meredith Blaine, of Sylvania, Ohio, assistant director,
Student Judicial Services. Before coming to EMU, Blaine
was a student aid officer in the office of student aid and
scholarships at Louisiana State University from 20052006. Previously, she was a graduate assistant in the
office of student judicial affairs at the University of
Toledo from 2002-200 4. Blaine received her master's
degree in education and her bachelor's degree in
psychology, both from the University of Toledo.
Amanda Reynolds, of Belleville, senior secretary,
Blaine
employment and HRIS. Reynolds previously was a
temporary human resources clerk at Eastern Michigan University during
2007. Prior to that, Reynolds was a student assistant in human resources
at EMU from 2006-2007. Reynolds received her master's degree in social
sciences and her bachelor's degree in sociology, both from Eastern
Michigan University.
Jasmina Camo, of Hamtramck, program coordinator,
DCE (VISION), diversity programs. Camo most recently
was with AmeriCorps VISTA, where she served as a
staffer for EMU's VISION office from 2006-2007 and
was a mentor tutor for America Reads Tutoring Corps in
Ann Arbor from 2003-2006. Camo received her
bachelor's degree in English and Spanish from the
University of Michigan.
Charnessa Paige, of Ypsilanti, program coordinator,
Dining Commons ONE, Multicultural Affairs, Multicultural
Camo
Center. Before coming to EMU, Paige was assistant
director for education and training at the Sexual Assault Prevention and
Awareness Center in Ann Arbor from 200 4-2007. Previously, Paige was a
research graduate assistant for EMU's Office of Diversity/Affirmative Action
from 2002-2004. Paige received her master's degree in liberal studies and
women's studies from Eastern Michigan University and her bachelor's
degree in political science from Virginia Commonwealth University.
'---------'-'-'

Suzanne Katoll, of Ypsilanti, site coordinator, Center
for the Study of Children and Families. Before coming to
EMU, Katoll was director of education for the Sylvan
Learning Center from 2002-2007. Previously, Katoll was
an English teacher at Light and Life Christian School
from 1999-2002. Katoll received her bachelor's degree
in science from Eastern Michigan University.
Andrew Staley, of Saline, platform specialist I, !CT
Enterprise Applications and Servers. Before coming to
EMU, Staley was a senior Web application
Katoll
engineer/senior 4GL (oracle) developer, assistant
Appleworx administrator at Minacs Worldwide. Staley received his
bachelor's degree in network and information technology administration
from EMU.
Justin Sherenco, of Waterford, information security analyst II, !CT-

administrative executive. Before coming to EMU, Sherenco was a security
analyst with IBM Internet Security Systems in Southfield from 2005-2007.
Prior to that, he was an IT systems consultant for Internet Operations
Center, Inc., in Southfield, from 2002-2007. Sherenco received his
bachelor's degree in network and information technology administration
from EMU.
Cole DiCenzo, of Wyandotte, campus police officer, public safety/parking .
Linda Cannady, of Belleville, senior secretary, Student Center.
Kanisha Clemons, of Belleville, customer service representative II, office
of the registrar.
Gregory Wester, of Pinckney, custodian, HOC support services-housing.
Steve Wilson, of Brighton, plumber/maintenance, plumbing.
Edward Sabo, of Freeport, elevator repair/control
specialist, electrical.
Russell Sommer, of Ypsilanti, specialist I, Office of
International Students.
Garrett Hotchkiss, of Ypsilanti, assistant athletic
academic program specialist, intercollegiate athletics,
academic advising.
Sommer
Tania Reis, of Northville, assistant athletic academic
program specialist, intercollegiate athletics, academic advising.
Eric Harris, of Berkley, supervisor, dining services.
Mary Dumas, of Dexter, administrative assistant II, School of Health
Promotion and Human Performance.
Paul Nucci, of Ypsilanti, program communications coordinator, Small
Business Development Center.
Barnaby Pung, of Lansing, area complex director, HOC support services
housing.
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The following Eastern Michigan University faculty and staff are celebrating
service anniversaries during December.
Dec. 11, 2007 issue
Eleven EMU
employees celebrate
anniversaries in
December

By Kimberly
Buchholz

35 years
Charlene Hunt (32 years), administrative secretary to
the executive director, Office of Leadership and Student
Involvement
Betty Beard (31 years), professor, School of Nursing
Charles Saxton (31 years), professor, computer
information systems
Beard
30 years
Frank Moore (30 years), special grounds equipment operator, custodial
services

25 years
Raymond Martin (25 years), custodian, custodial services

20 years
Donald Schoolmaster (20 years), department services manager,
chemistry department

15 years
Genevieve Peden (15 years), professor,
foreign languages and bilingual studies
Charlee Reese-Oxford (15 years),
academic advisor II, academic advising
center
Peden

10 years
Jeff Mathers (10 years), coordinator, Center for Workforce Education

Steven Mosier ( 1 0 years), mechanic, plant support services
John Shubsda ( 1 0 years), data analyst, College of Arts and Sciences,

dean's office

•
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FOCUS EMU takes
holiday break

By Ron Podell

Due to the holidays, FOCUS EMU will not be published Tuesday, Dec. 18,
but will return to its regular, electronic publishing schedule Tuesday, Jan.
8. University Communications wishes the EMU community a happy and
safe holiday season.
FOCUS EMU's publishing schedule for winter term
2008 is as follows:
January 8, 15, 23 and 3 0
February 5 , 12 a n d 26
March 4, 1 1, 18 and 25
April 1, 8, 15, 22 a n d 29
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DA��'r
PoVNDAA'r
LOSTLUCCAC£
CARBACE
GRABBERS
REPLATE
MOVEMENT
P'REECYCLE

KEEPIN' IT REAL: Ann Arbor resident Davy Rothbart sports
a George Gervin Eastern Michigan Un iversity basketball
jersey on the cover of the Nov. 21-27 issue of Real Detroit
Magazine. Rothbart was the subject of an article about
items he finds and uses to tell people's stories in his
publication, Found Magazine. Rothbart is currently touring
the country with his brother, Peter, a musician. The two
perform " PostSecret," in which the two share secrets that
people have sent to them on postcards over the years.

E

EMU Spotted is an occasional feature that appears in FOCUS EMU, L--------------------'
noting the institution's name showing up in unusual or out-of-theway places. If you have an EMU Spotted item, please submit to
Ron Podell at ron.podell@emich.edu.
......__ .J L. +-,,,,. 1
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A GOOD STRETC H : Yoga master and EMU graduate student Julie McClain (above, center) leads the
EMU baseball team in yoga moves to improve their flexibility and endurance on the field. Here, McClain
works on junior infielder Kyle Rhodes' technique during a Dec. 3 session in the dance classroom in the
Warner Building. The team begins its season Feb. 22 against the University of New Mexico in
Albuquerque.
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IS THAT FOR ME, PA?: Laura Ingalls Wilder (Stephanie VanAlstine) is suprised with a cherished sled
for Christmas, given by Pa Ingalls ( Joseph Fournier) and Ma Ingalls (Luna Alexander), and bought by
wealthy Mrs. Starr (Colleen M. Clement). The EMU Theatre production finished its run of "A Laura
Ingalls Wilder Christmas" Dec. 8.
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IN CONCERT: (above, from left) Hai Xin Wu plays violin, Zhihua Tang is on piano, and Robert deMaine
performs on cello during a performance of Antonin Dvorak's "Trio for Piano, Violin and Cello in E Minor,
op. 90 ("Dumky")." The piece was part of the Dady Mehta and Friends concert in Pease Auditorium
Dec. 2. Photo by Alex Mandrila
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The EMU Foundation received total contributions that exceeded $ 4.2 million in 2006-2007. Of that amount,
$3,88 4,603 were cash gifts with another $357,8 4 4 of gifts-in-kind. More than $2.6 million, or 63. 4 percent of all
fundraising, was earmarked for EMU's colleges and departments. The biology department benefited from a science
initiative through The Kresge Foundation, and received new lab equipment, including a fluorescence activated cell
sorter (below right). The top five cash gifts are as follow s :
The E-Gridiron Group, $323,000 i n support of
football
The Kresge Foundation, $250,000 for the Science
Equipment Initiative
Delores and William Brehm, $ 1 25,900 for the John
Barson Endowed Scholarship in Public Administration
The American Electric Power Foundation, $ 100,000
for the Science Equipment Initiative
Robert L. Johnston, $80,000 for the Gail E.
Johnston Early Childhood Classroom and Resource
Library

Source: EMU Foundation Annual Report
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News Briefs
The following are news briefs about important activities and events happening
at Eastern Michigan University.
Dec. 11, 2007 issue
News Briefs
By Ron Podell
• Halle Library has
extended exam
schedule
• Student Center
has special hours
• DPS safety forum
• Steak and egg
holiday breakfast
• Winter
Commencement
scheduled Dec. 16
• Winter clothing
drive
• Bookstore buyback
• Competitive Edge
holiday sale
• MPSERS hosts pre
retirement
information
meetings
• MLK Celebration
community service
project
• Undergraduate
Symposium
nominations
sought
• Get nutrition
advice

• Halle Library has extended exam schedule: To provide support for
completion of projects, papers and preparation for exams, Halle Library
will extend operations on the two weekends prior to the end of the
semester and each day during exam week. The schedule is as follows:
Tuesday, Dec. 11, and Wednesday, Dec. 12, 7:30 a.m. to midnight.
Exam Week: Thursday, Dec. 13, 7:30 a.m.-1 a.m.; Friday, Dec. 1 4, 7:30
a.m. to 11 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 15, 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Sunday, Dec.
16, 1 p.m. to 1 a.m.; Monday, Dec. 17, and Tuesday, Dec. 18, 7:30 a.m.
to 1 a.m.; and Wednesday, Dec. 19, 7:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. For more
information, call 487-0020, extension 2100.
• Student Center has
special hours: The
EMU Student Center will
have extended building
hours on selected days
leading up to finals,
then reduced hours
through the close of the
semester Friday, Dec.
21. Vendor business
hours will vary. During
the semester break, the
Student Center will be
closed from Saturday,
Dec. 22, through
Tuesday, January 1 ,
2008. The modified
CRUNCH TIME: Eastern Michigan
hours of operation are: University students often use the Student
Tuesday, Dec. 11,
Center to get their studying done. Hours
through Thursday, Dec. will be extended until the close of the
13, 7 a.m. to 2 a.m.;
semester Dec. 21.
Friday, Dec. 1 4, 7 a.m.
to 1 a.m.; Saturday, Dec. 15, 8 a.m. to 1 a.m.; Sunday, Dec. 16, 11
a.m. to 1 a.m.; Monday, Dec. 17, and Tuesday Dec. 18, 7 a.m. to 11
p.m. ; Wednesday, Dec. 19, and Thursday, Dec. 20, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.;
Friday, Dec. 21, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 22, through Tuesday,
Jan. 1, 2008, CLOSED; Wednesday, Jan. 2, through Friday, Jan. 4, 7 a.m.
to 10 p.m.; Saturday, Jan. 5, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and, Sunday, Jan. 6
(orientation), 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Regular hours resume Monday, Jan. 7
(first day of classes). For information, contact 487-1157.
• DPS safety forum: The campus community is invited to participate in an
open forum with the last of four candidates for executive director of the
Department of Public Safety. Gregory O'Dell, Deputy Chief, City of Ann
Arbor Police Department, will host an open forum Wednesday, Dec. 12,
2:30-3 : 30 p.m., 201 Welch Hall. For information, contact Ellen Gold,
487-1107, or e-mail egold@emich.edu.
• Steak and egg holiday breakfast: Eastern Eateries hosts its annual
Steak & Egg Holiday Breakfast Wednesday, Dec. 12, 7 a.m. to noon. The
menu includes steak, bacon, scrambled eggs, hash browns, Belgium
- • • � ,..., ,,
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waffles, muffins, cinnamon rolls, donuts, danish, fruit salad and a large
beverage. Cost is $6.10. Eastern Eateries accepts Meal Plan, Flex, Cash,
E Dollars, Eagle Express and University requisitions. Eastern Eateries is
located between Phelps-Sellers and Walton-Putnam residence halls. For
questions, call 487-0 4 4 4.
Winter Commencement scheduled
Dec. 16: Eastern Michigan's Winter
Commencement ceremony is scheduled
Sunday, Dec. 16, 2 p.m., Convocation
._ ••.•.-. Center. For complete information, go to
http://www.emich.edu/commencement/

DOWN THE AISLE: This EMU
undergraduate shows
excitement as she receives her
degree during the April 2007
commencement. Winter
ceremonies are scheduled Dec.
16, 2 p.m., in the Convocation
Center.

Winter clothing drive: The Women's and
Gender Studies Student Association
sponsors a winter clothing drive through
Monday, Dec. 17. Blankets, warm clothing,
socks, coats, mittens, scarves and hats
are needed. Winter clothes collected will
benefit the Salvation Army homeless
shelter of Monroe County. Boxes are
located in 7 1 4 and 712 Pray-Harrold, 3 1 7
Marshall and room 356 in the Student
Center. For more information, go to
www.emich. edu/studentorgs/wssa

• Bookstore buyback: Textbook Buyback takes place through Friday,
Dec. 21, at the EMU Bookstore, on the first floor of the EMU Student
Center. The EMU Bookstore also will buy books Dec. 13-19 at the Mark
Jefferson science building. Students who sell their textbooks at the EMU
Bookstore also will receive a 20-percent discount coupon good on all EMU
clothing and gifts. Textbooks are accepted regardless of where they were
originally purchased. EMU Bookstore hours are 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday
through Friday; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday; and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday. For more information, call 483-2850 or visit
www.emich .bkstr.com.
• Competitive Edge
holiday sale: From now
through Dec. 21, you
can save 20 percent on
your holiday purchases
at The Competitive Edge
Pro Shop, located in the
Rec/IM. Store hours are
Monday through
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. ; Friday, 10 a.m. to
7 p.m.; and Saturday,
11 a . m. to 5 p.m. For
more information call
HOLIDAY GIFTS: Sophomore Jason
487 - 4204.
Tackett, of Taylor, looks through EMU
sweatshirts at The Competitive Edge Pro
• MPSERS hosts pre
Shop in the Rec/IM. He is assisted in his
retirement
decision by Carli Scott, a sophomore from
information
Euclid, Ohio.
meetings: A number of
informational meetings have been scheduled for employees enrolled in
the Michigan Public School Employees Retirement System (MPSERS).
These meetings will help employees understand their retirement plan as
well as plan for retirement. Meetings are scheduled Jan. 7, Feb. 19 and
April 22, 5 : 30 p.m., Washtenaw ISD, Ann Arbor. Registration for each
meeting starts 60 days before the meeting date. For questions or more
information, go to www.michigan.gov/ors and click on Webinars and
seminars; or call 1-800-381-51 1 1.
1 ') /1 1 /')(\(\'7

-

• MLK Celebration community service project: The EMU MLK Planning
Committee hosts a "Bowl 'n' Stroll" Bowling Fundraiser to benefit a local
charity organization. If you are a bowler or even if you aren't, please
come and support this effort. The event is scheduled Saturday, Jan. 19,
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Ypsi-Arbor Lanes. Cost is $100 per team of five
bowlers, includes up to three games and bowling shoes. The event is
limited to the first 40 teams. Reservations will be taken through Jan. 10.
For more information or to make a donation, contact Cynthia Merritt,
487-3147, or e-mail cmerritt@emich.edu; or Caroline Sanders, (313)
3 42-2731, or e-mail caroline. sanders@filnich.edu
• Undergraduate Symposium nominations sought: Students - with
the support of their faculty sponsor - who are ready to submit a
nomination to present at the 2008 Undergraduate Symposium, may now
go to http://dbl.emich.edu/symposium08 to complete the online
process. Nominations must be completed online by the deadline of Jan.
16, 2008. The Undergraduate Symposium is scheduled Friday, March 28,
2008, in the Student Center. For more information, contact Wendy Kivi,
487-3198, or wkivi@emich.edu.
• Get nutrition advice: The Office of Nutrition Services offers nutrition
counseling on topics such as healthy eating, weight management, and
sports nutrition. The office also performs body fat, muscle mass analysis
and much more. A registered dietitian and student dietitians are available
to answer your nutrition questions. Student fees are $5 and faculty/staff
fees are $10. Come by or call for an appointment today. Hours are
Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 108 Roosevelt Hall. For
information, call 487-6572, or e-mail chhs_nutrition@err,ich.edy
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"As the health sciences
librarian, I teach people
how to find health and
medical information,
both as a class and
one-On-one."

Ellzabeth BuccfareHI
Health Sciences Librarian
Burce T. Halle Library

I like change. I l i ke things to be d ifferent, and I love the variety of my job at E M U .
I came here from the medical library at Henry Ford Hospital 1 5 years ago because I wanted to teach. As the health
sciences librarian, I teach people how to find health and medical information, both as a class and one-on-one. I
also work on the reference desk and am co-chair of the Information Services Team . So I wear a lot of hats, and I
enjoy that.
I work with students i n n u rsing, occupational therapy, clinical laboratory science, health administration and part of
the School of Health Promotion and Human Performance. I love the energy the students have. They have this
newness and earnestness about them that's very genuine.

Within my job, there are so many opportunities to do different things. I can teach; I can involve myself i n service
I can publ i s h .
�
·- . ·- · - -

The thing, I think, that makes working at EMU unique is that we have an amazingly diverse student population,
from the 18-year-old freshman to the mature 60-year-old retu rning for a career change. They come from all kinds
of different backgrounds. I love that you just never know who you'll be able to meet, talk to and assist.
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